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HUNTINGTON LIBRARY QUARTERLY AMONG my many pleasant recollections of a summer as visiting professor at the University of California at Los Angeles, I count by no means least the invitation to attend a conference on the Renaissance at the Huntington Library. The period of history there considered has always been of interest to me since I first took an undergraduate course on the subject, now many years ago; and scarcely a year has passed since I began teaching when I myself have not offered a course under that title. So as I thought of attending the session in prospect, I looked forward to enjoying a renewal of my acquaintance with familiar characters, events, and achievements. Naturally, also, I hoped to hear, as I did, new research and fresh viewpoints ably presented; but at the same time I was puzzled, as the conference progressed, by the fact that I heard almost no mention of the names most familiar to me in the years under discussion. So puzzling in fact was the whole experience that I have thought about it at intervals since, and the paragraphs that follow have sprung from those reflections.
As a medievalist more or less bound by the conventional division between medieval and modern history at the arbitrary date of 15oo A.D., I have always approached this period from the south, one might say, chronologically as well as geographically. The cultural developments connoted by the name seem to me to dawn in the days of Dante and to swell, with varying tempo, to a climax in the early sixteenth century. Indeed, it is only during the past ten years that my students and I have ventured, at first timidly and then more boldly, into that century and even beyond. But this conception of the Renaissance was scarcely popular at the conference; for if there was more than a casual reference or any at all to Italy during its course, I have forgotten the fact. Session followed session; and as far as I recall, not a word was mentioned about Italy or the many old friends whom I had grown to know in the fourteenth, fifteenth, and sixteenth centuries. Could this be a conference, I kept wondering, on the Renaissance? If so, it was not the Renaissance I knew, which may be explained in part by the circumstance that those who arranged the program and participated in it were primarily interested in English literature.
It is, of course, possible that the absence of reference to Italy at PADUA IN THE ENGLISH RENAISSANCE this gathering merely reflected the tacit assumption that everyone in the audience was already fully familiar with the course of the currents that have flowed for so many years between that country and England. In the same way, I realize the fact that every student of English literature is similarly aware of the connection between the English Renaissance of the sixteenth century and the Italian Renaissance of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. I wonder, however, whether there is equal awareness of the continuing connection between the English and Italian Renaissance throughout the sixteenth century. Perhaps it was the lack of any allusion to this connection in the sessions of the conference that led me to inquire further into this question, and such inquiry as I have been able to make at odd moments has inclined me to believe that many a doctor's dissertation might profitably be directed to this subject. I can at least offer some of my reasons for thinking so.
During the days that I spent in Pasadena after the conference, I browsed through the Huntington Library looking for information about Thomas Linacre. It was startling to discover that this scholar, tutor at the Court of Henry VII, and court physician for Henry VIII-with whose help he founded the Royal College of Physicians -still lacked an adequate biography. Friend of Latimer, Grocyn, and Colet, and teacher of both Erasmus and More, Linacre represents a direct connection between the Italian and English Renaissance at the beginning of the sixteenth century. His stay in Italy has been variously estimated at from two to ten years; and during that time he studied at Florence, Rome, and Padua-receiving his medical degree from the latter university. While at Padua he became intimately acquainted with Aldus Manutius, with whom he continued to correspond long after he returned to England. It was Aldus who published Linacre's edition of Proclus and encouraged Linacre to make translations of Aristotle and Galen's works. Aldus, indeed, urged Linacre, Latimer, and Grocyn to collaborate on the translation of Aristotle; and Linacre's own sense of indebtedness to Italy is graphically attested by the cairn of stones which he erected and dedicated, as he was leaving, to "Italy, mother of studies."
More recently I have had occasion to write a preface for the work of a former student, Doctor Eckman, who has become greatly 
